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MONTANA LUMBER PRODUCTION UP 
M ISSO U LA -
June 11, 1997
Although Montana lumber production jumped substantially in the first quarter of 1997 due to 
continued strong prices, employment remained unchanged because of more efficient plant utilization, 
according to a University of Montana—Missoula researcher.
Charles E. Keegan, director of forest industry research at UM’s Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research, reports that Montana’s first quarter 1997 lumber production was 290 million 
board feet compared with 269 million board feet in the fourth quarter of 1996.
Plywood production has also increased, with mills reporting 147 million square feet in the first 
quarter of 1997 compared with 144 million in the fourth quarter of 1996, Keegan said.
Production employment and wages changed little from quarter to quarter, he said. Wages for 
these workers were $40 million in the first quarter of 1997, up slightly from $39.5 million in the 
fourth quarter of 1996. First quarter 1997 production employment was 4,484 workers, down nine 
from 4,493 workers in the previous quarter.
While lumber prices remain strong, paper prices have been low and Keegan expects second 
quarter 1997 employment and wages to be down slightly with announced temporary layoffs at the 
Stone Container paper mill in Missoula.
Production workers at timber processing facilities and plants processing wood fiber residue 
account for 40 to 50 percent of the workers in Montana’s forest products industry.
Estimates do not include the several thousand workers in logging, trucking and other related jobs.
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